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As we mark five years of OhanaHC, we reflect on a journey that began during one of
the most challenging times in recent history. Launched in the midst of the pandemic,
OhanaHC was born out of a clear and urgent need: to remove barriers, create
community, and ensure that our youth, especially those most underrepresented, had
a place to feel seen, heard, and supported. We’ve now grown to an organization with
150+ volunteers who help us make a difference for Howard County.

Ohana means family, and through intentional relationships and shared purpose, we’ve
built something that extends far beyond mentoring. We’ve cultivated a village of
youth, mentors, families, educators, and partners committed to helping young people
achieve self-defined success.

As we look ahead, we remain committed to building a stronger, more connected
Howard County.

ABOUT OUR
DUAL
MISSION

A WORD FROM 
QUINTON ASKEW 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Empower
Howard
County

students to
overcome

barriers and
achieve self-

defined
success.

Build
community by

developing
relationships
with people

who are
outside our
usual social

circles.
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OUR STORY

Started as a pilot at
Wilde Lake High

School with a
steering committee

of 15 volunteers.

A dedicated team of
150+ volunteers

support  students,
starting in 9  grade at
4 Howard County High

Schools.
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2030
Our first set of
mentees will
complete the
program that

provides mentoring
for up to 10 years.



After-school clubs were held this year, providing mentees
with hands-on experiences in life skills, leadership
development, conflict resolution, and more.

OUR IMPACT

95%

Mentees felt respected
and supported by their

mentors.

80%

Mentees set at least one personal,
academic, or life goal this school

year, and made meaningful
progress or achieved it.
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After-school clubs were held this year, providing mentees
with hands-on experiences in life skills, leadership
development, conflict resolution, and more.

OUR IMPACT

94%

Parents and guardians who reported
a positive change in their child’s
behavior, confidence, or school

engagement since joining OhanaHC.

60%

Mentees maintained consistent
mentor matches for 12 months or

more, strengthening trust and
long-term connection.
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OUR IMPACT

Volunteer hours invested this year!

We have an unwavering commitment
to youth and the Howard County

community.

Mentors and volunteers are
powering our mission - building

lasting relationships and
supporting youth every step of the

way.

8,000+8,000+

150+150+
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SERAPHER
FAIRWEATHER-GIBBS

Serapher, a recent
graduate of Oakland Mills
High School, has been a
dedicated mentee of
OhanaHC since 10th grade.
As one of several Ohana
seniors who graduated this
year, Serapher’s journey
reflects the power of
consistency, growth, and
community.  

Serapher has been
accepted to Lincoln
University in Pennsylvania,
where she will begin her
college journey in the fall of
2025.

Congratulations, Serapher!
Your Ohana is cheering you
on every step of the way!

MENTEE
SPOTLIGHT
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AMY GARCIA-
HERNANDEZ

Amy, a recent graduate of
Hammond High School, has
been a dedicated member of
OhanaHC since 9th grade. 

Over the years, Amy has
grown into a strong,
compassionate leader and
role model for her peers. We
are proud to celebrate her
achievements and her next
steps. 

Amy has applied to attend
Howard Community College
and plans to begin her
journey there in the fall of
2025. 

Congratulations, Amy. We
can’t wait to see all that you
accomplish!

MENTEE
SPOTLIGHT
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PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS

After-School Clubs

OhanaHC's after-school clubs,
facilitated by HCPSS staff, offer a
safe and nurturing environment
where students can build
connections and thrive. Open to
mentees across several Howard
County high schools, these clubs
offer consistent, welcoming
environments and community.
Mentees are encouraged to show
up as they are while participating in
meaningful activities that support
their personal development and
well-being. Through hands-on
workshops and group activities,
students gain practical skills in
areas like leadership development,
conflict resolution, communication,
and healthy relationship building. 

The clubs are intentionally designed
to empower youth with tools they
can use in everyday life, whether it’s
managing challenges at school,
navigating friendships, or planning
for their future. Each session helps
reinforce the OhanaHC mission: to
build strong, lasting connections that
help students achieve self-defined
success.
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PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS

Gallup Strength Test

Thanks to a generous sponsorship
from M&T Bank, OhanaHC’s Life
After High School program
continues to equip students with
the tools and support they need to
thrive both in and beyond the
classroom. This program helps
mentees explore career pathways,
build post-high school plans, and
navigate the critical years after
graduation with guidance from their
mentors and community partners.
When community organizations and
businesses provide support,
OhanaHC is able to invest more
deeply in our students' futures,
ensuring they have the confidence,
skills, and resources to pursue their
goals with purpose.

As part of the program, every
OhanaHC mentee takes the Gallup
Strengths Assessment to identify
their top five strengths, what we call
their “superpowers.” This strengths-
based approach helps kick off the
mentor-mentee relationship on a
positive, empowering note and
allows youth to see how their
unique qualities can be applied in
school, at home, and in their
communities. 
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5K & 1-MILE
RUN/WALK

The OhanaHC signature 5K and 1-Mile Fun Run &
Walk is more than just a race - it's a celebration of
community, connection, and purpose. Each year,
families, friends, volunteers, mentors, and youth
come together to walk, run, and support each
other and OhanaHC’s mission to uplift and
empower young people across Howard County.
Whether breaking a personal record or enjoying a
leisurely stroll, participants of all ages and
backgrounds take part in a morning filled with
movement, music, and meaning.

This year, over 180 participants showed up strong to support the cause, helping raise
awareness and funds for OhanaHC’s year-round mentoring programs and initiatives. The
event not only highlighted the strength of our villages but also reminded us of the power of
coming together for something greater than ourselves. With food, games, community
partners, and heartfelt celebrations, the 5K continues to serve as a powerful reminder that
when we move as one, we move forward together!
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our Board of Directors for their leadership, vision,
and dedication. Over the past year, the Board has provided thoughtful guidance and
support, ensuring that OhanaHC remains a trusted and impactful resource for youth and
families in Howard County. 

This year, the Board engaged in a strategic planning process to chart a thoughtful course
for the next five years. With a shared commitment to expanding OhanaHC’s impact, the
Board has helped shape a forward-looking vision that builds on our past successes while
setting the stage for meaningful growth. The new plan focuses on making OhanaHC more
accessible to students across additional high schools in the county, deepening mentor
and community connections, and strengthening our operational infrastructure. 

We are deeply grateful to the Board for their belief in the power of community to change
lives!
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ADVISORY
COUNCIL

The OhanaHC Advisory Council is composed of dedicated community
leaders who generously contribute their time, talents, and expertise
to help guide the vision and direction of our organization.
Representing various sectors, from education and public service to
business and nonprofit leadership, these individuals provide strategic
insight and thoughtful perspectives that help strengthen OhanaHC’s
programs and deepen our impact. 

The Advisory Council serves as a bridge between OhanaHC and the
broader community, ensuring our efforts remain grounded, relevant,
and forward-thinking. Their guidance has helped us stay aligned with
the needs of the youth we serve, navigate challenges, and uncover
new opportunities for growth and collaboration. OhanaHC is deeply
grateful for their ongoing commitment and partnership.

Tonya Aikens - President and CEO, Howard County Library System
Adam Augusta - President of Clarksville Construction Services
Chip Doetsch - President, Apple Ford/Lincoln
Hima Jain - Entrepreneur and Community Volunteer
Jennifer Jones - CEO, HC Economic Development Authority
Greg Kahlert - President, Kahlert Foundation
Barbara Lawson - Partner, Synergies Consulting Group/Community
Leader
Jean Moon - Owner, Jean Moon and Associates
Suzi Padgett - Sales Manager, Compass Realty
Steve Poynot - President and COO, Capital Bank
Mary Ann Scully - Dean, School of Business and Management, Loyola
University
Beverly White Seals - Former President, Community Foundation of
HC
Sabina Taj - Community Leader/Philanthropist
Brian Walter - Regional President, M&T Bank
Dr. Daria Willis - President, Howard Community College

ohanahc.org 2025 Annual Report



OUR
SPONSORS
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CINDY SANDLER
& FAMILY

DAVID 
WOODRUFF

STACIE HUNT

JAY VIDARTHI

MARCY 
LEONARD

DAVID MUNGAI

LAURIE REMER &
BOB FLEISHMAN

SUSAN & STEVEN PORTER

TODD & RISA SNYDER

MARY ANN SCULLY

SABINA TAJ AND KYLE REIS

JAIN FAMILY FOUNDATION

JORDAN HUCHT



10715 Charter Drive, Suite 200
Columbia, Maryland 21044

443.721.3860
www.ohanahc.org

Donate


